The abundance of mRNA for dopamine D2 receptor isoforms in brain tissue from controls and schizophrenics.
The possibility that schizophrenia is associated with a differential expression, in the brain, of the short and long isoforms of the dopamine D2 receptor has been investigated by assessing the abundance of mRNA for each of the isoforms. Using a quantitative RNA-PCR technique, increased mRNA for both isoforms of the D2 receptor were observed in some brain regions, with no differential distribution between the isoforms in the schizophrenics compared to controls.